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.+ ~Ynder the-Bush administra-
g tion; the pacé of Superfuhd

: cleanup has slowed by more
! than- 50 - percent, the report
t Said: ' The:". admlmstration

‘ requested about $1.4 “billioni-
i leasﬁ’omCongrusthamspro--
jected to adequately fund the
clennup of ‘tlie nation’s- most

" Contaminatedsites. _

“Fivo..years,- ago,. Congress

- commusslonedastudyto deter-
“imine & blueprint ' of "budget
.requests ‘to .meet the future
needs of the - Superﬁ.md pro-.
gram,’ but’ the administration
¥ hat “failed to Jollow :this blue-
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- Beriefield, president.of the .

utive director of MontPIRG.
¥ The:- Bush  administration :
'also ‘opposés ‘the reauthoriza-
*tion of .the - Superfund’s pol-
kS luter taxes, whlch increases the
* taxpayer’ butden. Ponder said.
‘By 2003, taxpayers will pay
< about S':'OO million, or 54 per-
“cent of the Superfund budget,
to clean up the nation’s worst
" toxic sites, In 1995, hazardous-
waste manufaclurers ‘paid B2
percent of the cleanup: costs, he
smL
Benefield said’ the next step
}for her group .is to get the:
 ‘attention of Montana’s elected
- officials. . The ' ‘Community.
Ad\rlsory Group that’s watch-
- doggmg asbestos -issues in
* Libby sent Jetters to ‘the state’s

EPA to-sample 3,000 -

R_.

- :omes this summer -

L

ding changes,
according to 2 new reséarch | -

report.
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W e STee N N eSS AP

- Superfund ¢leanup in Libby & -

- month, but . got no  direct -

‘ “leby fell through the
. eracks in 1980 to 1982 when
the Reagan administration cut
funding,” Benefield said. “We
" could fall through the cracks

BY LYNNETTE HINTZE. .

*The Montans Public Intefest

'Research Group said Monday

"List status. Gov. Judy Martz last
December asked the:federal gov- -

_ beé in jeopardy because of the = =
Bush‘sdministration’s

Superfund sites in Montana ‘may -

slowed down or delayed by' T g
that cleanup at nine of 13+ ../ =~

vermiculite mine could;be:. - -

and at the nearby W.R. Grace '
pending federal fun,

- final Superfund NationalPriori

again. _
© *“This 'is* really & national
.. issue, There are other lebys
y outthere *ooo

£, said, Davudl’onder ‘exec- o

-7 congresslonal delegation - last- -



